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INSTRUCCIONES GENERALES PARA LA REALIZACIÓN DE LA PRUEBA 

El examen consiste en cuatro partes: Vocabulary, Grammar, Reading y Writing. Lea los enunciados 
atentamente y siga las instrucciones para cada pregunta. Conteste en inglés a todas las preguntas.  

CRITERIOS DE CALIFICACIÓN Y VALORACIÓN 

Cada pregunta tiene el valor que viene indicado entre paréntesis al final de cada enunciado. Cada parte del 
examen tendrá un peso del 25%.  
Vocabulary 25% 
Grammar 25% 
Reading 25% 
Writing 25% 
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CONTENIDO DE LA PRUEBA: 
 
VOCABULARY  

1. Complete the blanks with the correct words and phrases. (12 points) 

clay – loam – aeration – roots - growth chart – humus – flowering – soil structures 
peat – leaves – buds – seedhead 

1. Different types of ________________ affect how water moves through the ground. 
2. Plants need a mixture of materials because they cannot grow properly in only one type of 

________________ 
3. Farmers often add ________________ to improve soil fertility naturally. 
4. Good ________________ is essential to allow oxygen to reach underground plant parts. 
5. ________________ is ideal for farming because it combines sand, silt and clay. 
6. In early spring, small ________________ appear before the flowers open. 
7. The ________________ anchor the plant and absorb water and nutrients. 
8. Sunlight is captured mainly by the ________________ of a plant. 
9. A ________________ helps farmers monitor plant development over time. 
10. ________________ plants attract insects with their bright colours. 
11. The edible grains of some plants are found in the ________________ 
12. ________________ is commonly used in gardening for plants that prefer acidic conditions. 

2. Look at the picture and name the tree parts. Use the words from the box. (9 points)  

Trunk -  leaf - root system -  twig – hollow - crown-  bark - branch – taproot 
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3. Fill in the blanks with the words from the box. (10 points) 

mushrooms – wood production – floods – venison – wind 
playing different roles – pollution – protect – resources – erosion 

________________ is an important economic activity in many forest areas. Forests are dynamic 
ecosystems ________________________, supporting many forms of life. They help to 
________________________ the soil from damage and reduce the risk of ________________ 
caused by heavy rain. 

In addition, forests lower air ________________ and provide shelter for animals by offering habitat 
and natural ________________________. They also help control water cycles and can reduce the 
impact of ________________________. 

Trees act as natural barriers against strong ________________ and they also contribute to 
stabilising temperatures. Forests offer valuable products such as ________________________, 
berries and medicinal plants, as well as food like ________________________. 

GRAMMAR 

1. Read the text and decide whether the verbs in bold should be in the Past Simple or the Past 
Continuous. Circle the correct answer. (18 points) 

A Day in the Forest 
Last Saturday, I arrived/was arriving at the forest early in the morning. The sun shone/was shining, 
and the birds sang/were singing in the trees. While I walked/was walking along a narrow path, I 
suddenly heard/was hearing a strange noise. 

I stopped/was stopping and looked/was looking around carefully. At that moment, a deer 
appeared/was appearing from behind some bushes. It watched/was watching me while I stood/was 
standing completely still. 

After a few seconds, the deer ran/was running away into the forest. I continued/was continuing my 
walk and took/was taking some photos of the landscape. While I explored/was exploring the area, 
I found/was finding a small river. 

As I sat/was sitting near the water, I felt/was feeling very relaxed. It was/was being a peaceful and 
unforgettable experience. 
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2. Complete the text using the Present Simple or Present Continuous forms of the verbs in the 
box below. (11 points) 

be – grow – fly – jump – make 
shine – blow – flow – listen – climb - move 

A Morning in Nature 

The countryside _____________ a calm and beautiful place. Wild plants __________ everywhere, 
and birds __________ over the fields. Rabbits sometimes __________ quickly across the grass, and 
insects __________ soft sounds in the background. 

Right now, the sun _____________ brightly in the sky, and a light breeze _____________ through 
the trees. A small river __________ slowly nearby, and fish _____________ under the water. 

In the distance, a boy _____________ quietly to the sounds of nature while his dog _____________ 
a tree. 

 
3. Please write an appropriate question that corresponds to these answers. (10 points) 

1. What …….………………………………………………………………? 

I have used different equipment, such as pruning shears, a hoe and a hose 

2. What time …………………………………………………………….…? 

I usually start working in the garden at about 6:30 a.m. before it gets too hot. 

3. When …………………………………………………………………...? 

I will water my crops early in the morning or late in the afternoon. 

4. Where ……………………………………………………………………? 

I am going to plant my vegetables in a small area next to the fence. 

5. How ……………………………………………………………………..? 

I have planted about 15 to 25 plants this season. 
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READING (10 points) 
Plant some green to boost your community’s health 
The Nation's Health August 2019, 49 (6) 19; 
 
Nowadays, more people live in cities and towns than in rural areas. Over two-thirds of people around 
the world will live in urban areas by 2050, the United Nations says. As we move closer together, it’s 
key we bring as much nature with us as possible. 

“There’s a lot of research out there that shows the links between greening up your space and mental 
health benefits,” says Rob McDonald, PhD, lead scientist for the Global Cities program at the Nature 
Conservancy. 

Some health providers have started writing prescriptions for nature, telling their patients to actually 
go take a hike. But don’t wait until after your next checkup to schedule yourself for weekly or daily 
doses of nature. “Just give yourself that nudge,” McDonald says. “Prioritize it like brushing your 
teeth.” Taking a regular walk or hike in nature can help lower your stress and blood pressure and it 
can help counter depression. Research even shows it can help you stay sharp as you age. 

If you live in a city but don’t have a spacious park nearby, you don’t have to fight traffic out of town 
to cash in on the benefits of nature. In 2018, researchers went to Philadelphia and had some vacant 
lots cleaned and greened up. They found that after people had lived with the new and improved green 
lots, they reported better mental health. Gardens are a great way to beautify your block, but planting 
trees is even better. “A little more nature in your landscaping has a lot of benefits,” says McDonald, 
who studies the effect of trees on urban areas. 

Trees can cool the space around them by providing shade and releasing water vapor. If well-placed 
by your home, they can cut down on air conditioner use, driving down your electric bill and reducing 
your carbon footprint. You don’t have to go much farther than your neighborhood to support trees. 

“Pay attention to your street,” McDonald says. “If you see a tree that is sick or damaged, call 311. If 
you see a note on a tree saying that it’s going to be removed and you’re concerned about that, call it 
in. If there is a bare spot on your curb, call your local government. A lot of municipalities are looking 
for places to add green.” 

A healthy tree canopy in your neighborhood can help fight climate change. Trees act as natural air 
filters, storing and cycling out carbon dioxide and releasing fresh air. An average-sized tree can store 
hundreds of pounds of carbon dioxide over its lifetime. Tree-lined streets can cool down your whole 
neighborhood. 
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Trees can also capture unhealthy air particles in the air from busy roadways and industrial sites. 
Particulate matter is a nasty form of air pollution that can contain acids, chemicals and metals that 
you can breathe without knowing it. The Environmental Protection Agency warns that breathing these 
particles can be bad for your heart and lungs. Tree branches and leaves catch some of these particles 
before they get down to you. More trees in your neighborhood means less air pollution is going to 
reach the sidewalk. 

If you weren’t already sold on the benefits of trees — though you really should be — they also 
naturally improve water quality. Rain or melting snow flows down your street, picking up litter and 
other pollution from the road. Trees can drink up a lot of that water before it runs off into the storm 
drain. If you’re looking to start adding trees to your yard, try planting trees native to your area. Native 
trees are more likely to thrive and be a better home for birds and bugs. Even if you don’t own a home 
or have a yard, you can make a difference in your neighborhood. Volunteer to help at a local park or 
to plant trees in public areas. “Lots of cities already have programs in place,” McDonald says. “Just 
reach out to your city’s urban forester.” 

Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 

1. According to the United Nations, where will most people live by 2050? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What are some health benefits of spending time in nature? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. What happened in Philadelphia after vacant lots were cleaned and greened? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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4. How can trees help reduce energy use in homes? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

5. How do trees improve air quality in urban areas? 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
WRITING (10 POINTS) 

Write an email in response to a recent job post you have seen advertised online. Include 
qualifications, previous work experience and any skills that you believe to be relevant. (150 
words approx.) 

You will be given a piece of paper so you can draft your writing, but it will not be corrected. Your 
final answer must be written on the following page of this exam paper. 
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Gardener required for botanical gardens in Oxford 

A full-time Gardener is needed to maintain and develop a wide variety of plants, 
flowers and landscaped areas. The role includes planting, pruning, watering and 
general garden maintenance. Candidates should be able to work outdoors in 
different weather conditions and have a good knowledge of plants and gardening 
techniques. 
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